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The “Deep State”and “Deep Justice”:
State Terror Acquitted in Semdinli
 
On 9 November 2005 the Turkish “Gladio”, popularly known as the "deep state" of Turkey, was caught red-handed by the people of Semdinli. Despite the Turkish military and some other people at first endeavoring to cover up the incident, the demonstrations by the people of Semdinli were then decisive in establishing a majority view in Turkey that the culprits should be taken to court.   
 But Tanju CAVUS, who was responsible for the death of one person and for the wounding of many others in the same incident, was released at his first court hearing. This shows that the deep state has a strong hold on the justice system in Turkey. As a matter of fact the Vice-General Staff of the Turkish Military, Yasar BUYUKANIT, supported the killers by stating on the day of the incident that he knew them and that they were "good kids". The fact that the Semdinli incidents on 9 November 2005 have still not been fully investigated and cleared up and that the culprits are being released one by one or are not being punished has seriously disappointed the expectations of the people. It is deepening the insecurity they feel with regard to the justice system. 
In the 1990s thousands of extra-judicial killings were perpetrated against Kurdish intellectuals and prominent people, and to this day the killers are yet to be found let alone prosecuted. These killings were perpetrated by units connected with the deep state, and indeed a year ago Abdulkadir Aygan, a former member of JITEM (a secret Gendarme Intelligence Organisation), confessed to the murders he had committed including the murder of journalist and writer Musa ANTER.
This person announced to the public, through the media, in a very open manner, the names of the people he had killed, the place where he had committed the crimes and who he had committed them with. The Turkish politicians and justice system should have taken these confessions as notice of a criminal offence and initiated the necessary proceedings, yet till today no legal action has been taken. Moreover, the person named in the confessions relating to the murder of Musa Anter, Hamit Yildirim, a village guard, is still moving around freely and actively continuing his dirty work for JITEM in the region. So the "deep state", Gladio, is still on duty. It is still committing murders to horrify and intimidate the people. The only way that  these killings can keep happening is to keep the previous murders in the dark and not to punish the perpetrators. On the contrary, they see these criminals as patriots and support them with any means, so they continue to commit new murders.  
This is what happened in the Kurdish city of Semdinli on 9 November. It was not an isolated incident any more than the Tanju CAVUS case was. It is just a part of the chain that can be seen throughout Kurdistan. The trust and hope of the people that reforms to the Turkish justice system are going to be implemented has suffered a serious blow.  
Indeed the increasingly open and extensive violence of the state against the people's requests for peace and democracy shows that in the near future there will be a bloody attack against the Kurdish people, because Gladio is at work. 
            To prevent these very dangerous developments we call on the EU, the European Parliament, the Council of Europe, the Council of Europe’s Parliamentary Assembly, and all related institutions, organizations and parliaments, to pay proper attention and to take the appropriate action.
GLADIO was exposed and dissolved in other NATO member countries, yet in Turkey it is still to be exposed, though until it becomes inoperative the necessary democratic changes and transitions of Turkey for EU accession are not possible.  
Effective pressure must be put on the government of Turkey, whose ineffectiveness against GLADIO has allowed it to carry out special war tactics on the Kurdish people and on other forces for democracy.
 
Kurdistan National Congress (KNK)
26.01.2006
         THE SEMDINLI CASE:
A STATE-SPONSORED PROVOCATION
HAKKARI: AT LEAST 20 CASES OF BOMBINGS BY THE MILITARY 

THE ATTACK ON SEMDINLI IS A CONTINUATION OF THE RECENT BOMBINGS  ON THE CITY OF HAKKARI AND ITS  TOWNS 


THE BOMBINGS SINCE JULY IN THE TOWNS OF SEMDINLI AND YUKSEKOVA HAVE KEPT HAKKARI IN THE LIMELIGHT 

 SOME EXAMPLES OF THE 20 BOMBINGS
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15 JULY A CAR BELONGING TO HACI DEMIR WENT OFF IN KIRAN MAHHALESI (HAKKARI) INJURING 2 PASSERS BY 
 
20 JULY A BOMB WENT OFF IN FRONT OF THE HIGH SCHOOL IN UKSEKOVA 

29 JULY AGAIN IN YUKSEKOVA A BOMB BLOWS UP A CAR IN A CARPARK 
 
1 SEPTEMBER A BOMB WENT OFF NEAR THE MARQEE WHICH WAS PUT UP IN AID OF WORLD PEACE DAY. A TOTAL OF 13 PEOPLE WERE INJURED AND ONE  SERIOUSLY. AFTER THE BOMBING PAMPHLETS PROCLAMING THAT THE 
“BLOOD OF THE 5 MARTYRS WILL NOT BE LEFT ON THE GROUND” WAS DISTRIBUTED AROUND THE TOWN CENTRE.

1 SEPTEMBER  A BOMB THAT WENT OFF IN THE GROUND LEVEL OF AKARSU SHOPPING CENTRE CAUSED CONSIDERABLE DAMAGE TO THE SHOPPING CENTRE AND THE PROPERTIES AROUND IT .


2 SEPTEMBER A BUS WITH THE NUMBER PLATE 34 AV 2054 SETS OFF IN FRONT OF VAN ERCIYES LTIMAT  BRINGING IT TO AN UNUSABLE STATE 
 
11 SEPTEMBER  2 HAND GRENADES WERE THROWN INTO THE HOUSE WHICH BELONGS TO THE BROTHER OF FEHMI OZTUNCE WHO IS AN AKP MP  

15 SEPTEMBER A BOMB GOES OF IN ZAGROS SHOPPING CENTRE CAUSING DAMAGE TO THE 8 STORY BUILDING AND INJURING 1 PERSON 

3 OCTOBER AGAIN IN YUKSEKOVA (IPEK MAHALLESI )  A BOMB GOES OFF IN FRONT OF A BUILDING WHICH IS KNOWN AS THE TWIN TOWERS 
11 OCTOBER   THIS TIME   A BOMB THAT WAS PLACED BETWEEN TWO VEHICLES WHICH  BELONGED TO  LOCAL GOVERNMENT WORKERS WENT  OFF  IN HAKKARIS CITY CENTRE  CAUSING HUGE DAMAGE 
20 OCTOBER A BOMB WENT OF IN FRONT OF HUZUR LOKANTASI (restaurant) WHICH BELONGES TO FERZENDE YOLMAZ WHO IS A DEHAP PARTY MEMBER 
 
25 OCTOBER A BOMB WENT  OFF IN FRONT OF BASKINLAR APARTMENTS WHICH HOUSES MILITARY OFFICERS 

28 OCTOBER  AGAIN, AROUND THE HOURS OF MIDNIGHT, FOR A SECOND TIME A BOMB GOES OFF IN  THE ZAGROS MALL. AS A RESULT OF THESE BOMBINGS THE OWNER OF THE MALL PUTS IT UP FOR SALE 
1 NOVEMBER A BOMB THAT WAS PLACED IN A VEHICLE WENT  OFF IN FRONT OF THE LOCAL GENDARME STATION AND A TOTAL OF 23 PEOPLE WERE INJURED. AMONGST THE INJURED WERE 3 POLICE OFFICERS AND  4 GENDARMES.  THE BLAST ALSO CAUSED HUGE DAMAGE TO THE SURROUNDING BUILDINGS
 
Unrest in Semdinli after bomb attack by Turkish gendarmerie intelligence: 2 dead, 15 wounded
 
A  bomb that was thrown from a white car at 16:30 (4:30 p.m. EET) on  November 9 at the 'Umut Bookstore' in central Semdinli in northern  Kurdistan (southeastern Turkey) killed one person and seriously  wounded a second. The perpetrators in the white car was quickly  surrounded by Kurdish citizens who tried to pull them out of the car  but were fired upon by the perpetrators in the car. 
One person was  killed and 4 others were wounded, one of them seriously, by the  bullets.  Turkish police who arrived at the scene rescued the  perpetrators. Citizens who broke into the white car found three  AK-47s and a Turkish Gendarmerie Intelligence ID-card belonging to a  'Ali Kaya', who is believed to be one of the three agents in the  white car. Esat Canan, MP of the opposing party CHP, acknowledged  that the white car of 'Dogan'-brand with the '42'-plate belonged to  the plain-clothed Turkish police units in Semdinli. 
Initial number  of '42' on the plate indicates that the car is registered in the  city of Konya in central Turkey.  The  person killed in the bookstore was named as Seferi Yilmaz, who was  known for his sympathies with the PKK and had sat in prison for 15  years for membership in the PKK. Seferi Yilmaz had also been one of  the PKK guerrillas who carried out the first attack on Turkish  military targets on August 15, 1984. He was captured the same year  and sat 15 years in prison for membership in the PKK. A second  person, Mehmet Zahir Korkmaz, was seriously wounded in the  attack.  
The  second person killed when the Turkish gendarmerie agents fired upon  a group trying to drag them out was named as Ali Yilmaz. Ali Yilmaz  died on November 9 at 18:00 (6 p.m. EET) in the Yuksekova State  Hospital. The wounded were named as Vahit Canan, Islam Kaya,  Muzaffer Ertas and Abdurrahman Dozder.  Irritated Kurds who gathered outside the Semdinli State  Hospital to protest the attack clashed with Turkish police arriving  at the scene. 10 more Kurds were wounded in the clashes, among them  the Mayor of Semdinli, Hursit Tekin.  The perpetrators were  identified as two lieutenants and one sergeant from the 'JIS'  (Turkish Gendarmerie Intelligence), by locals recognizing  them.  
NEWSDESK, Nov 10, DozaMe.org  
Three  officers from the Turkish Gendarmerie Intelligence Service (JIS) have now  been arrested for the bomb attack on November 9 against a bookstore owned  by a Kurd in the city of Semdinli in northern Kurdistan (southeastern  Turkey) after confessing during interrogation. The bookstore owner, Seferi  Yilmaz, who was believed to have been killed in the attack was found  alive. 

Master Sergeant Ali Kaya, Staff Sergeant Özcan Ildeniz, and  a third sergeant who was not named, admitted that they had carried out the  bomb attack against the bookstore yesterday. The sergeants, who were  interrogated by the Republican Prosecutor of Semdinli, Harun Ayik, also  admitted that they had carried out the bomb attack on November 1 outside a  military residence in the city, wounding 23 people, of them 3 police  officers, 4 soldiers and 16 civilians. With that , Prosecutor Ayik merged  both cases into one.

Everything unfolded after Kurdish citizens in  Semdinli broke into the car from which the Turkish sergeants had carried  out the attack on the bookstore. They found weapons, bombs and a suitcase  in the car. Opening the suitcase, they found written plans, maps and a  death-list consisting of prominent Kurds sympathizing with the PKK. The  bookstore owner Seferi Yilmaz name had already been checked in the  list.

On the maps, the Kurdish citizens saw marked the position of  both the military residence that was bombed on November 1 and the position  of the Yilmaz's bookstore. Detailed written plans about how the attacks  would be carried out was also found.

The  military ID of Ali Kaya was confiscated by the Kurds who captured the  sergeants. Pictures of the 

sergeants were also taken by the citizens. The  pictures are believed to be published soon.

The bookstore owner  Seferi Yilmaz, who was initially announced dead, was found alive among the  rubble. The unrest in Semdinli continues as upset citizens demand a  full inquiry.
NEWSDESK, Nov 10, DozaMe.org 
 

Kurdistan National Congress (KNK) 
Semdinli district attacked by the Turkish Government Forces: 
Two civilians dead and dozens wounded
 
There have been several bomb attacks in Kurdistan by the government’s contra -guerrilla forces in the past. Our attention has been brought to the fact that these attacks have mainly been in Hakkari’s Semdinli district. 
The latest bombings occurred on the 9th November, which was the day the EU published its annual report for the ended September 2005 on Turkey’s progress towards accession. It was also the day an agreement was signed in which Germany would be selling two hundred tanks to Turkey. The report made no mention of the Kurdish question.
From the information which we have received we know that two Turkish sergeants dressed as civilians and one expert sergeant came to the Umut bookstore and threw inside a cluster bomb. Once the explosions had occurred the sergeant and expert  sergeant attempted to get away from the scene with their vehicle, however they are caught by local people. The police began to fire at the crowd, who wanted to lynch the sergeants, but took them to the police station. A large and diverse quantity of guns and bombs were found in the sergeants’ vehicle. We have found out that Zahir Korkmaz was killed in the bookstore in which the bomb exploded and Metin Korkmaz was heavily wounded.
The police fired in the air in order to defuse a reaction from the public who had gathered outside the hospital. The police did not only do this but they also attacked the  civilians protesting against the event and wounded 11 people, including the mayor of Semdinli, Huriet Tekin, who was trying to calm the situation.
Whilst the people had still not recovered from the shock of these events a second attack took place in which six people are believed to have seen wounded. At around 16:30 a person who was believed to have been an expert sergeant began to fire at the public from a 42 Konya plate white Dogan vehicle. Ali Yýlmaz, Vahit Canan, Islam Kaya, Muzaffer Erta, and Abdurrahman Dozder were wounded from the fire. Ali Yilmaz lost his life later at around 18:00. The fact that the government forces were responsible for the attacks was not only   uncovered by the local people, but by the Republican People’s Party (CHP) MP Esat Canan who also confirmed that the vehicle which was used belonged to the police.
Even though the attackers were detained by the security forces, Hakkari’s provincial governor made an announcement stating that no one had been caught in connection with the attacks. This shows that the government was caught red- handed, they wanted to mask the truth.
As the EU chooses to ignore the Turkish government’s efforts to suppress the Kurdish problem by force, it does not address the Kurdish question in its annual report on Turkey’s progress towards accession and portrays the core of the problem as the Kurdish people, thus giving more courage and confidence to the government’s secret security forces. 
Nonetheless this time these were caught red handed in Semdinli. The government has to dwell on these attacks and bring those responsible to justice, otherwise this incident will become the second Susurluk for the government. 
We call upon all responsible organisations and democratic groups to call for a halt to the attacks by the Turkish government forces We call upon the EU to act more responsibly towards the Kurdish people.
 Kurdistan National Congress (KNK) 16 November 2005

The state should not miss the chance provided by Semdinli
Tuesday, November 15, 2005
TDN
No matter who says what, the public impression, rightly or wrongly, is that officially sponsored provocation is the basis of the Semdinli case. If the state wants to counter this belief and address the fears concerning the 'deep state,' the investigation should take no prisoners. If not, doubts about the attitude of the security forces and justice system will never be erased. 
 
Mehmet Ali Birand 
One can get something good out of something bad every time. 
We face such a situation right now. 
I am talking about the incidents in Semdinli. 
I write about the importance of public perception a lot in this column. For the public, the important thing is how they perceive a certain matter. Statements made by officials, police officers and the military are less important than what the public perceives as the truth. 
The perception of the Semdinli incidents by a majority of the public is clear. They believe these bombings were planned by people working for the gendarmerie (in other words, the military) and the police and were aimed at provoking the people. 

No matter what officials say, dismissing such claims and trying to prove their arguments, the public will not believe them. 
The general belief is that some individuals who wear the state's uniform are going around bombing places, blaming the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) and then using the PKK as an excuse to violently suppress such incidents. 
There were already some suspicions about such incidents happening in the Southeast. There were rumors about certain state officials and those who benefited from the escalation of violence committing provocative acts to incite the PKK. However, there was no solid proof backing such claims. Some of the public believed the rumors and some didn't. 

However, the situation is very different today. 
Now it is openly said that state officials were involved in such provocative acts. No one can keep a lid on the information coming from the region. 
This is a huge opportunity the state would be well advised not to squander. 
The Republic of Turkey needs to utilize this opportunity and wipe away its past sins. 
The public knows that the Susurluk affair was covered up. No one's hands are clean, including those of the military, the police, the National Intelligence Organization (MI˙T), the Gendarmerie Intelligence and Anti-terrorism Service (JI˙TEM) and even some nongovernmental organizations. 

This time, everything needs to be totally cleansed. 
Please don't cover it up, or else we will never see the light: 
I see that Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdog˘an and the government are very determined to get to the root of the Semdinli case. The Office of the Chief of General Staff doesn't mince its words, unlike what it did during the Susurluk scandal. This time around, all relevant departments seem committed to resolve the issue. 
However, this is not enough. We all learned our lesson from the past. We all saw how the investigations and the trials could lead to nothing. 

I read in an article by Hürriyet's Ankara correspondent, Nur Batur, about how a top official described what had happened. The official said: “These people formulated a specific anti-terrorism mentality all on their own. They believe they are saving the state. They take the authority they need and make their own rules. Neither the government nor the Office of the Chief of General Staff or the Gendarmerie command are involved in this dirt.” 
This is a very dangerous attitude. 
They are already preparing the groundwork for a cover-up. 
Please tell me which state official in the Southeast can secretly explode bombs without getting permission from somewhere in the top? Is it possible? 
Semdinli is a very small town. If something happens, everyone knows about it. Can you just imagine a group of people organizing to blow up a few bombs without anyone noticing? No one will believe this. 
Let's uncover the real truth. 

No matter how high it goes, lets treat this wound. Let's find those responsible and punish them. 
If we don't get a result that will satisfy the public, we will never be able to erase the stain left by Susurluk. 
The state will either gain trust or lose it entirely: 
The state's stance on the Semdinli affair will either increase the prestige of the Republic of Turkey, both in the country and overseas, or ruin it. 
If the matter is not tackled forthwith in a way that will alleviate public concern, we will face the following: 
- The faith of the people of the Southeast in the PKK will increase. Doubts about the PKK will be wiped clean. The prestige of the group will increase. 
- Whenever a bomb explodes in the region, whenever a person becomes a victim of a murder, people will start to believe it was perpetrated by the state. 
- The doubts in the minds of the Turkish public will deepen. Even those who thought such things in anti-separatist efforts were permissible will find it hard to voice their beliefs. 
- The European Union's outlook towards the Southeast and the Republic of Turkey's credibility will be affected. The international community will start to think that a “dirty war” is taking place in the region. 
- The relations with the United States and the Kurdish leaders of northern Iraq will be affected by our reaction to this matter. 
Turkey needs to fully utilize this opportunity.
6 killed as Turkey riots flare
Those responsible will be punished, says Prime Minister 
 
DIYARBAKIR, Turkey, November 16, 2005, (AFP) - Three people were killed and at least 16 injured in Turkey’s mainly Kurdish southeast yesterday as clashes broke out between Kurdish protestors and the security forces, officials said.
Three soldiers, meanwhile, perished in a land mine explosion blamed on Kurdish rebels.
The unrest in Yuksekova town, in the province of Hakkari, underscored escalating tension in the region over a deadly bomb attack in nearby Semdinli last week, which is widely blamed on members of the security forces.
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan, whose government is under strong public pressure to shed light on the bombing, urged calm and renewed pledges that those responsible would be punished.
Yuksekova Mayor Salih Yildiz said that three people were killed and many others were injured in the unrest, but could not give further details.
At least eight protestors, seven policemen and a soldier were injured, some of them seriously, Anatolia news agency reported.
The security forces used tear gas and fired in the air after a crowd protesting the Semdinli bombing refused to disperse and began pelting them with stones, it said.
The protestors set ablaze a medical center and erected barricades in the streets, witnesses said.
Two armored vehicles were reportedly overturned.
The security forces also raided a house and rescued a soldier who was kidnapped while passing through the town centre on his way home, Anatolia said.
The November 9 bombing of a bookstore in Semdinli owned by a former Kurdish guerrilla killed one person, and a second man was shot dead in riots that followed the attack, sparking almost daily protests and clashes in the restive southeast.
“I invite our brothers in both Semdinli and Yuksekova to be calm and prudent,” Erdogan said in Ankara. “We will follow up on this incident, no matter where it leads, and whoever has to pay the price will pay it.” Erdogan said, however, it was too early to conclude the investigation, charging that certain groups were fuelling the violence in the southeast.
The ruling Justice and Development Party called for a parliamentary inquiry into the incident, saying the bombing might have been a plot to undermine government efforts to expand freedoms and boost Turkey’s bid to join the European Union.
“The incident — in terms of the way it developed, the people who were allegedly involved and the weapons and materials found at the site — is grave and thought-provoking,” the party said.
An angry crowd tried to lynch three suspects after the bombing.
One of them, who allegedly hurled the bomb and was later arrested, turned out to be a former Kurdish guerrilla working as an informer for military police.
The two others — both police officers — were set free, while a third soldier, accused of firing at the crowd, was also arrested.
Weapons and documents, including a map of Semdinli, a sketch of the bookstore and a list of people, including the bookstore owner, were reportedly found in a car outside the bookstore.
Three soldiers were also killed yesterday when a land mine planted on a rural road in Van province, which borders Hakkari, was detonated by remote control, local officials said.
Security forces launched an a search for the perpetrators, believed to be members of the rebel Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK).
Tensions have mounted in Turkey’s Kurdish-populated regions since the PKK called off a five-year unilateral truce in June 2004, shattering a period of relative calm.
The Kurdish conflict has claimed some 37,000 lives since 1984 when the PKK, blacklisted as a terrorist organisation by Turkey, the European Union and the United States, took up arms for Kurdish self-rule.
Open Letter From KNK to Olli Rehn, EU Commissioner for Enlargement 
THE ATTACK ON SEMDINLI IS A CONTINUATION OF THE
RECENT BOMBINGS ON THE CITY OF HAKKARI AND ITS TOWNS
 
Dear Mr. Olli Rehn,
We sent to you an open letter about the current situation of the Kurdish Question and the events occurring in the Turkish part of Kurdistan before you issued your 2005 Progress Report. In our letter, we mentioned briefly the reasons and consequences of the Kurdish Question in Turkey. 
We clearly concluded that it will be impossible for Turkey to join the European Union (EU), if the Turkish Government refuses to acknowledge the problem and find a democratic and peaceful  solution to the Kurdish Question.
Unfortunately, in the report published on 9 November, 2005, you chose not to recognise the problem. Also, you assumed that the Kurds were the source of the violence in your Enlargement Commissioner's office and the EU.  . This caused us, as Kurds to seriously reassess our confidence of your office.
By describing Kurdish organizations in your report as the source of violence in "East and Southeast Turkey", you in effect acquit those responsible of incidents like Semdinli, that occurred just a few days ago. In our view, you regard the Kurds as a source of violence and hold them responsible for the bomb incidents that happened in Semdinli, Hakkari, on 1 to 3 November. We could not  understand why you find the Kurds responsible for these incidents as you must be fully aware that the Kurds never carry out actions of this nature. they have never used vehicles loaded with bombs; indeed you know too that Kurds always condemn this kind of actions on every occasion. 
Another event occurred in Semdinli on 9 November, 2005, exactly on the day that you issued your report. But on this occasion, Kurdish people caught the culprits of the bombing that resulted in the death of two individuals. It was established later that two of the killers were officers and one was a military intelligence officer, members of the Turkish Government and Army. Many agree, this is a terrorist act by the state. 
Judging from this event, the comments that you made in another part of your      report, do not conform to reality, you stated  that  "the state of emergency rule has been lifted, a number of security measures, such as road blocks and checkpoints, have been reinstated in some provinces of the Southeast. This situation has had an impact on the lives of the population. In this difficult context there are concerns that the security forces sometimes respond inappropriately" 
If you look at the facts, you will see that it was government organs that carried out the planned attacks on civilians and then held the Kurds responsible.
Our organisation, the Kurdish people and the European public are all concerned that you blame the Kurds for the increasing violence in Kurdistan. We urge you to reconsider the issue raised in your report and to support the democratic and peaceful solutions of the Kurdish Question. 
Most importantly, we call on you to invite both sides to enter into dialogue aimed at stopping the conflict
We believe that you will take our letter into serious consideration to restore our full confidence in the democratic rules and values of the European Union. 
Yours respectfully, Kurdistan National Congress (KNK)

Turk ruling party seeks parliamentary probe into bombing 
Hidir Goktas and Gareth Jones
 
ANKARA, Nov 15 (Reuters) - Turkey's ruling party called on Tuesday for a parliamentary inquiry into a bombing incident in the country's troubled, mainly Kurdish southeast which many Turks suspect the security forces of having engineered. 
The bombing of a bookstore on Nov. 9 in the town of Semdinli near the Iraqi border has sparked days of clashes between police and Kurdish protesters, rattled the government and raised doubts over the rule of law in this EU candidate country. 
In fresh clashes on Tuesday between police and protesters in the nearby town of Yuksekova, three people were killed and at least 10 injured, including four police. 
 
Police used teargas to disperse the crowd. 
"(The bombing) is very serious and begs many questions in terms of how it occurred, the people said to be behind it, and also the weapons and other equipment found at the scene," the ruling Justice and Development Party (AKP) said in its proposal. 
"The claims made after the incident bring a whole new dimension to the case," it said, adding that the bombing might have been aimed at undermining the stability achieved with the launch of Turkey's European Union entry talks last month. 
Opposition parties back the demand for an inquiry, though parliament is not expected to give the go-ahead until next week. 
"Whoever has done wrong must pay the price," said Deniz Baykal, head of the main opposition Republican People's Party. 
After the Nov. 9 bombing, in which one person was killed, angry local people almost lynched three suspects. The three turned out to be intelligence agents of the gendarmerie, a paramilitary force which looks after security in rural Turkey. 
Two of the suspects were later freed, but a court charged the third, along with a civilian, of involvement in the bombing. 
The civilian is a Kurdish rebel-turned-police-informer while a military sergeant faces charges of shooting dead one of the angry crowd during the attempted lynching, officials say. 
The intelligence agents deny any wrongdoing and say they were passing through the town by chance when the bomb exploded. 
But Turkish media say police found Kalashnikov assault rifles, grenades and incriminating maps in the men's car. 
 
STATE OF LAW 
"In a state based on law, the first thing which must be done is to tackle the issue with determination, to bring every angle to light and deliver the criminals to justice," the AKP said. 
Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan, whose authority has also been tested in recent months by an upsurge in violent attacks against security and civilian targets by Kurdish separatists, has already pledged to uncover what really happened in Semdinli. 
"If they can get to the bottom of this, the government could gain in the long run because it could really put the security establishment on the defensive," said one senior diplomat. 
The army has in the past played a strong role in Turkish politics, especially in the area of security policy. The last two years has seen the generals step back, though some still harbour reservations about the country's politicians. 
Many in Turkey's conservative security and military establishment, known as the "deep state", remain strongly opposed to the AKP because of its roots in political Islam. They also view with suspicion Erdogan's concessions to Kurds on such issues as language and broadcasting aimed at defusing tensions in the southeast and meeting EU human rights demands,. But this establishment has seen its powers eroded by broader EU-linked reforms. Diplomats say the bombing incident could further weaken its influence as Ankara tries to meet European norms on human rights and military-civilian ties. 
 
Failure to tackle the issue could increase support in the southeast for the PKK as well as tarnishing Turkey's credibility before the EU and the United States, liberal commentator Mehmet Ali Birand wrote in the Turkish Daily News. 
Turkey blames the PKK for the deaths of more than 30,000 people, mostly Kurds, since the group launched its armed campaign for an independent homeland in the southeast in 1984. 
Violence has risen recently since the PKK called off a six-year unilateral ceasefire. On Tuesday, three soldiers died when their vehicle hit a PKK landmine detonated remotely, security officials said. 
Turkish Parliament seeks probe of alleged army abuse against nationalist Kurds 
By Amberin Zaman 
Ankara, 15 November 2005
 
Turkey's ruling party on Tuesday backed opposition demands for a parliamentary inquiry into a bombing incident that was allegedly carried out by Turkish security forces. The bombing of a bookshop in the southeastern town of Semdinli, on November 9, has sparked violent protests throughout Turkey's predominantly Kurdish provinces. 
Text: In its call for a parliamentary inquiry, the ruling Justice and Development Party, or AKP, described the bombing as a very serious event that begged many questions. Some AKP lawmakers say the bombing may have been carried out by rogue elements within the state, seeking to undermine Turkey's efforts to join the European Union. 
The call came as over 1,000 Kurdish demonstrators clashed with police in the town of Yuksekova, north of Semdinli, to protest the November 9 blast. One demonstrator died when police opened fire on the crowd. Another died when a police vehicle was overturned during the clash. 
Allegations that rogue elements in the security forces were involved in the bombing of the bookstore emerged after angry locals chased and tried to lynch three men suspected of planting the bomb that wounded more than a dozen people. The suspects turned out to be intelligence agents of the gendarmerie, or paramilitary police, that were accused of widespread human rights abuses against civilians at the height of a separatist Kurdish insurgency, led by the guerrilla group known as the Kurdistan Workers' Party, or PKK. 
Two of the suspects, both members of the gendarmerie who claimed they happened to be at the site of the bombing by chance, were later released. The third, a civilian and a former PKK rebel turned police informant, was charged with involvement in the blast. A military sergeant who allegedly opened fire and killed a man in the crowd that attempted to lynch his colleagues, is facing separate charges of abuse of authority.
The commander in chief of the gendarmerie, General Fevzi Turkeri, has sought to play down the incident, saying it was a "local affair." But Turkish prime minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan has rejected the assertion and has vowed to discover any links the suspects may have in the military's higher echelons, if they exist. Observers say the bombing is a test of the government's ability to bring the country's powerful army under civilian control, one of the conditions the EU says Turkey must fulfill if it is ever to join the EU. 
Major E.Y. claimed to be there during the explosion
HAKKARI (DIHA) - In Semdinli, Hakkari, the tension rose after the officers, claimed to be responsible for the bombing events that left 2 dead, were released and the words of the full-general Yasar Büyükanıt's 'I know this officer. He is not a kind to commit crime. 
'It was claimed that a major called E.Y. working in Semdinli Regiment Command was at the site of the event during the explosions. 
It has been 7 days since the bombing events in Umut Kitapevi in Semdinli provincial centre. A. K and Ö. I˙., officers claimed to be responsible for the event were released, which caused reaction in the province. The tension was already high after the name list, plans and various documents were found. The craftsmen shut up their shops and students boycotted school. They opened when mayors from DEHAP called, but students do not go to school saying that they don't have life security. Local people do not go out, even to the mosque because they are afraid that there will be explosion in a crowd.
Büyükanıt's words caused reaction 
The full-general of Land Forces Command Yasar Büyükanıt spoke about the officer A.K. after the bombings, 'I know that officer, we worked in the region together. He is not a kind to commit crime.' Those words caused reaction in the province. The local people see it as collaboration with the General Staff, now that the general spoke these.
'The major was there on the spot' 
While the local people concerned about their life security want the responsible to be punished, new allegations come to the surface. Witnesses argued that during the explosion there was a major called Ender Yılmaz from Semdinli Field Command on the spot. A person named Nevzat Geylani said that he had seen Major E.Y in front of the bookstore during the bombing.
15.11.2005
Ruling AKP MPs present motion for parliamentary investigation on Semdinli blasts 
 
Members of Turkey's ruling Justice and Development Party (AKP) have tabled a motion calling for a full parliamentary enquiry into the bombing of a bookshop in the south eastern town of Semdinli in which members of the security forces have been implicated. 
40 MPs of the AKP led by Kayseri deputy Taner Yıldız signed a motion which they presented to the parliament presidency on Tuesday. 
The motion asked for a transparent and detailed parliamentary investigation into the recent blasts in the town of Semdinli. 
The motion also called for an enquiry into whether laws were observed in the fight against  terrorism. 
Certain circles claim that local security forces were behind last Wednesday's blast in the town, as a result of which two were killed and many others injured. The bomb went off before a bookshop owned by a convicted member of the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK). Two members of the security forces have been detained in relation to the incident. 
Tension is running high in the town while local people organized demonstrations in protest at the blasts on Monday
Pakistan and Turkmen Front IDs from the car in Semdinli
 

HAKKARI (DIHA) - ID cards of Pakistan citizens and receipts belonging to Iraqi Turkmen Front were found in the car seized by the local people in Semdinli, Hakkari after the bombing events. 
New dimensions were added to the events in Semdinli after the bookstore of Seferi Yılmaz were bombed and 2 people died, by the documents found in Hakkari Gendarmerie Commandership member high-ranking officer A. K's car. Military authorities say it is 'local event' but the documents prove it not so. Those cards, the documents and the death lists found before confirm the suspicions that it might have outer connections.
The Turkmen Front receipts are claimed to gather a sum of money by force, and among the documents there was a presentation card for Pakistan registered Sahit Mahmut and endorsed by Seyit Muin. In the card Sahit Mahmut's face is specified clearly so that he can be identified easily. It is claimed that such cards are not used in Pakistan, so the card is supposed to be made by a network.
Interactions with the Turkmen Front 
We spoke with the City Council member Emin Sarı included in the death list Emin Sarı about the documents and he said it was cleared that the Iraqi Turkmen Front is under control of       JI˙TEM. Sarı, who said that the events in Semdinli encompass the region because it was on the border of Iraq, said that the words of the Field Force Commander Yasar Büyükanıt about A.K 'That officer knows good Kurdish. He worked in North Iraq. When I was in Diyarbakır, he was close to me. He is a good soldier. Of course we respect the current investigation. We wait for the conclusion.' were interesting. 'These words show the connection very clearly. Pakistan is also a disturbed country and there are all kinds of dirty business. These documents are a sign of the explosions and the drug trade in the region.'
'The event is far from local' 
DEHAP Province President Emrullah Öztürk also on the death list said, 'The events are not local. There were many documents from Pakistan to the Iraqi Turkmen Frontage. They are still coming out. I think the explosions in Iraq are connected to those men. They are shown on duty in rural Semdinli in their assignation documents. It is very easy to shuttle between Iraq and here. All those documents and the stuff prove this.'
15.11.2005, Siddik Guler

Semdinli incidents were protested in Istanbul 

Two people were killed in bombing attack in Semdinli and dozens wounded. 
15 November 2005, NTV, ISTANBUL
The Istanbul Human Rights Association (IHD) staged a protest against a bombing attack in south eastern Turkey, widely believed to have been carried out by persons linked to the military.
The protest Monday evening saw a large group of demonstrators carrying lamps and banners calling on officials to make public the circumstances of the bombing in the south eastern town of Semdinli last week march from Istanbul’s central Taksim Square to Galatasaray. 
Eren Keskin, the head of IHD’s Istanbul branch said, “If the government is a real government it should bring the incident to light.” 
Death toll reaches 4 in Yuksekova

NEWSDESK, Nov 15 (DozaMe.org) - Four Kurdish demonstrators have been killed in clashes with Turkish security forces when upset Kurds were protesting in the city of Yuksekova (Gewer) in northern Kurdistan (southeastern Turkey) against the Turkish military intelligence agency's bomb attack on a bookstore in the city of Semdinli.
 
Kurdish demonstrators clashed with Turkish security forces when the security forces blocked the path of the rallying demonstrators. Four demonstrators were killed when Turkish special forces opened fire on the crowd, Yuksekova's Mayor Salih Yildiz reported. 
 
Two Turkish armored vehicles were destroyed and a total of 29 people have been wounded until now. 7 Turkish police officers, one of them seriously, are among the wounded.
 
The Turkish military sergeant Metin Baltaci who was captured by demonstrators is now released, according to the Kurdish news agency ANF.
 
Mayor Yildiz announced the names of the killed as:
 
* Islam Bartin
* Giyasettin Avci
* Ersin Menges
* Abdulhaluk Geylani
 
One more person, Sefer Bor, was initially reported dead, but he was taken off the list when hospital sources told the Mayor that Bor is still under surgery.
Three Turkish soldiers killed in Van
NEWSDESK, Nov 15 (DozaMe.org) - Three Turkish soldiers were killed on Nov. 15 when a remote-controlled bomb exploded under their vehicle during a patrol close to the Kocdagi village of Baskale in the province of Van in northern Kurdistan (southeastern Turkey).
 
The killed soldiers were:
 
* Master Sergeant Ramazan Kurumeydan of Istanbul
* Private Ferhat Ekici of Elazig
* Private Mustafa Demir of Istanbul
National Blast rocks Ercis town in Van province
A blast occurred early on Monday in the southeastern Turkish province of Van. There were no reports of casualties. 
The explosion occurred in front of a pharmacy in the town of Ercis at 3:30 am. The pharmacy building was badly damaged. The windows of nearby buildings were blown in due to the blast. 
The scene was sealed off by the police while the owner of the pharmacy Hasan Alvanli said that he did not know the reason behind the blast. 
A series of explosions has rocked the region in recent weeks. Nerves in southeast Turkey have been on edge following the recent suspicious blasts in the town of Semdilli. 
14 November 2005- /HAKKARI 
Cihan News Agency
DEHAP organizes school boycott in Semdinli 

Democratic People's Party (DEHAP) members have organized a boycott of schools in the aftermath of last Wednesday's bomb blast in the Semdinli district of Hakkari province. 
Party members encouraged students to stay away from their classes at Semdinli High School. A group of students organized by the DEHAP marched in the streets with books in their hands and chanted slogans in favor of PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan. 
Tension is still rife in Semdinli on Monday while most shop owners have kept their premises closed. 
A demonstration is expected to be held in Semdinli today with the participation of Diyarbakir mayor Osman Baydemir and the members of newly established Democratic Society Party (DTP). 
The Semdinli explosion, which occurred on Wednesday morning in front of the Özipek Passage in the town, targeted a pro-Kurdish bookshop. 
A man named as Mehmet Zahir Korkmaz who was injured in the blast later passed away in hospital. A total of 12 people were injured in the explosion, 4 of them seriously. 
Later, in the gunfire which occurred during the scuffles a protester named as Ali Yilmaz was shot. He afterwards succumbed to his wounds and passed away. 
Wednesday's bomb blast in Semdinli went off in Cumhuriyet Street, the same street targeted in the explosion which hit the town last week. 

SEMDINLI INCIDENT WAS WELL PLANNED
 
Deputy Yarbay from AKP: ‘Officials Must Be Suspended. All Parties Must Take Note’
 
The Deputy of AKP from Ankara, Ersonmez Yarbay, has described the events as planned, and said that to reveal the whole facts full transparency is necessary. Yarbay demanded, “After this event, the governor, the head official of the district and the other public officials need to be immediately suspended. Our laws allow the operations of ‘secret agents’. If anyone examined previous reports, events like Semdinli can happen.”
In a speech to the AKP Group Assembly, Yarbay invited Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan and the ministers to look at the secret intelligence reports. The conclusions of Yarbay are as follows:
Continuation of a process 
The Semdinli incident is so serious and dirty; it is part of an ongoing process. Including our party, all of the parties have lacked awareness. From now on, everybody has been warned. 
Prime Minister must clarify the issues 
The threat from the secret forces remains real.  The truth of these events must be revealed, so that they don’t happen again. This event must not be forgotten within a month. Prime Minister Erdogan must take the initiative; the public must be informed about what really happened.
Not local 
The government cannot be allowed to act illegally. If they act illegally, who will protect the people? After this incident, we understand clearly that Semdinli is not a local issue, it was planned, it seems it was organized. There is another aspect. Since September 1st, bombs exploded in the same region, but nobody has claimed responsibility. The PKK didn’t have a hand in these events either. Who carried out these events? Maybe the PKK, but we must look to other possible culprits apart from the PKK. If you take that view, you can fight the terror struggle by terrorist methods, the government is acting illegally. 
What did the reports say?  What did the secret agents say? 
In the Turkish Punishment Law and Anti-Terror Law, there is permission for the covert operations. What did the secret intelligence reports say about Semdinli? Were the reports read, were they known? Because of this, I tell the Prime Minister and the government “Read the secret information.” Perhaps the circumstances of this incident are already outlined in these previous reports. This incident can be predicted from these reports. If not, why does the government need this arrangement?
A clear message signal must be issued. Officials must be suspended 
To win the confidence of the people, some of the people in positions of authority must be suspended. The governor, the head official of the district, the commander of the regiment, the other public authorities in the district, must be suspended until the end of investigations. It doesn’t mean that they are guilty, but because they are in positions of responsibility. It is important to send the right signals. The government has not demonstrated sufficient urgency. In Turkey nobody wants to take responsibility. 
 
NAZIF IFLAZOGLU, Radikal,  17/11/2005
 
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
Public Statement
AI Index:  EUR 44/033/2005 (Public)
News Service No:  313 
18 November 2005

Bombing in Semdinli: How high up does it go?
On 9 November 2005 at 12.15 pm in the town of Semdinli, in Hakkari province, southeast Turkey, a bookshop (Umut Kitabevi) was bombed, killing one man and injuring others. The owner of the bookshop and others managed to apprehend the suspected bomber and two other men after the former had got into a car nearby where the two other men were allegedly waiting for him. In the car were discovered weapons, lists of names of political oppositionists, information about individuals in Semdinli, maps and other documents. The bookshop owner’s name allegedly appeared in one list and a plan of his home and workplace were found among other such plans. After the apprehension of the three by the crowd, it was revealed that two men were members of the security services, with identity cards indicating that they were plainclothed gendarmerie intelligence officers (J?T). The alleged bomber was subsequently revealed in the press to be a PKK informant (there has been no official denial of this). The three men were escorted away from the scene by police and the alleged bomber detained in relation to the bombing and murder. 
Subsequently, as the prosecutor carried out a scene-of-crime investigation, the assembled crowd was fired upon from a car, resulting in the death of one civilian and injury of others. The prosecutor’s crime-scene investigation was postponed. A gendarmerie special sergeant has been detained on charges of disproportionate use of force resulting in death. 
The Turkish Prime Minister, Justice Minister and Interior Minister have expressed strong determination to uncover all dimensions of this incident and to expend every effort in bringing the perpetrators to justice, with Justice Minister Cicek characterizing the current period in Turkey as being "a period in which incidents do not remain in the dark".
Given the serious allegations of direct official involvement in the events of 9 November in Semdinli and the questions raised thereof, Amnesty International calls upon the government of Turkey to establish an independent commission of inquiry. The inquiry should be conducted in accordance with the UN Principles on the Effective Investigation of Extra-Legal, Arbitrary and Summary Executions, and particular attention is drawn to Articles 9, 10 and 11:

 9. There shall be thorough, prompt and impartial investigation of all suspected cases of extra-legal, arbitrary and summary executions, including eases where complaints by relatives or other reliable reports suggest unnatural death in the above circumstances. Governments shall maintain investigative offices and procedures to undertake such inquiries. The purpose of the investigation shall be to determine the cause, manner and time of death, the person responsible, and any pattern or practice which may have brought about that death. It shall include an adequate autopsy, collection and analysis of all physical and documentary evidence and statements from witnesses. The investigation shall distinguish between natural death, accidental death, suicide and homicide.

 10. The investigative authority shall have the power to obtain all the information necessary to the inquiry. Those persons conducting the investigation shall have at their disposal all the necessary budgetary and technical resources for effective investigation. They shall also have the authority to oblige officials allegedly involved in any such executions to appear and testify. The same shall apply to any witness. To this end, they shall be entitled to issue summonses to witnesses, including the officials allegedly involved and to demand the production of evidence.

 11. In cases in which the established investigative procedures are inadequate because of lack of expertise or impartiality, because of the importance of the matter or because of the apparent existence of a pattern of abuse, and in cases where there are complaints from the family of the victim about these inadequacies or other substantial reasons, Governments shall pursue investigations through an independent commission of inquiry or similar procedure. Members of such a commission shall be chosen for their recognized impartiality, competence and independence as individuals. In particular, they shall be independent of any institution, agency or person that may be the subject of the inquiry. The commission shall have the authority to obtain all information necessary to the inquiry and shall conduct the inquiry as provided for under these Principles.

 The remit of the independent commission of inquiry on the 9 November Semdinli incidents should include, investigation of:
    1     The motivation for an incident which bears the marks of an assassination and which was allegedly perpetrated by a PKK informant and two members of the gendarmerie intelligence services, all three of whom have been publicly identified;
    2     The killing of a civilian bystander (and injury of others) allegedly perpetrated by a gendarmie special sergeant;
    3     Whether, on the basis of forensic evidence (lists of named individuals, maps, weapons) found in the car allegedly used by the three implicated in the bombing of the bookshop, the incident constituted part of a broader policy on the part of the state security services aimed at targetting political oppositionists in the region;
    4     The questions raised in the report of a preliminary investigative mission into the 9 November incidents undertaken by eight non-governmental organizations (including Human Rights Association, Mazlum Der, trade union branches, local professional chambers and others), including the suggestion that forensic evidence may indicate a link with the earlier bombing in Semdinli on 1 November 2005 which resulted in multiple injuries of civilians and damage to property;
    5     The precise chain of command and level of involvement in the 9 November incidents in Semdinli of gendarmerie and military personnel at senior levels, and the possibility that the incidents of 9 November were part of a wider conspiracy or policy;
    6     Grave concerns over the fatal shooting of demonstrators by police during demonstrations in protest at the incidents in Semdinli in other towns in the region (Yuksekova, Hakkari) and alleged excessive use of force resulting in multiple injuries to demonstrators.
 
Kurdish Human Rights Project
Tuesday 15 November 2005: For Immediate Release
Three civilian dead, 24 wounded: Week of violence in Turkish province continues
There is concern at escalating violence occurring in the district of Hakkari, Turkey, following three civilian fatalities and 24 casualties incurred during protests in the past week. According to news reports, two civilians died and twelve incurred serious injuries when police intervened to break up a demonstration in the Yüksekova district of Hakkari today, exacerbating a widespread feeling of distrust between officials and civilians in the region.  According to news reports, police opened fire on the demonstration which had gathered to commemorate the victims of the violence in Şemdinli, Hakkari province, earlier this week.  Clashes between the protestors and police are continuing, with civilians reported to have taken a senior sergeant hostage. B
The violence was prompted by the rumoured discovery of arms, identity documents belonging to Gendarme Intelligence (JIS), a map and a list of names in a car belonging to a police sergeant.  The list of names included that of the owner of a bookstall that had been subject to a violent bomb attack. The discovery – alluding to collusion between the police and gendarmerie in extra-judicial killings of civilians – provides a chilling reminder of the violence which marred the region during the 1980s and 1990s. 
KHRP is concerned at the escalating violence and urges authorities to conduct a swift, effective and independent investigation into incidents.  
Contact:Rochelle Harris, PR Officer, at +44 (0) 207 287 2772
KHRP is an independent, non-political human rights organisation dedicated to the promotion and protection of the human rights of all persons in the Kurdish regions of Turkey, Iraq, Iran, Syria and elsewhere, irrespective of race, ethnicity, religion, gender or political belief or opinion.  It is a registered charity founded and based in London
Turkey-Kurdistan: Semdinli- Uprising Against Death Squads
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Turkey(Kurdistan), Nov 12.  The small Kurdistan province, Semdinli was shaken on the 9th of November  by a bomb eruption in a bookstore. One person died and 11 were wounded. People gathered immediately to protest against this bombing which was apparently state-sourced.
The people caught the bombers while they were trying to escape in a car. The three persons in the car were members of the army: two sub- officials and one specialist sergeant.
The growing crowd beat the military men, and gave them to the police. The car of the bombers was also subject to the great anger of the popular crowd and was damaged. The second attack occurred while the province prosecutor was making an official research in the field. Counter-guerrilla members opened fire over the crowd and the prosecutor. Another person died and five more were wounded.
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In the military men`s car was found very important evidence: three AK-47 rifles, hand grenades, an official ‘Gendarme Intelligence Service’ ID belonging to ‘Ali Kaya’ and other official gendarme cards belonging to that name. A military map of Semdinli was also found in which some targets were marked. In this map the bombed bookstore was also marked. And a detailed drawing of the bombed bookstore was in the car. A ‘death list’ was found in the car, which consisted of 150 names which were politically active in the Kurdish democratic movement, together with a list of ‘agents of the state’.  ‘Ali Kaya’ also had a ‘mission card’ signed by a colonel of the Semdinli barracks.
The fascist military was caught red-handed in Semdinli by the brave people of this Kurdish province. More bombings were carried out in the province against civilian targets which aimed to confuse the people about the guerrillas and create conflicts between the people and the Kurdish guerrillas.
The  people of Semdinli were on the streets for the last two days. All the shops of the town were shut-down in protest. The schools were also closed because the students were not going. A police check-point in Semdinli was burned and destroyed by the people. Clashes with the police continued for two days. Also in the town center of Hakkari, which Semdinli belongs to, a big demonstration happened. The people destroyed state buildings and threw stones at the police, while the police opened fire on them. 
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In the funeral of the two martyrs of the people who were killed in the bombing and shooting of the death squads, an angry crowd of 5 thousand people took place. Slogans against oppression and counter-guerrilla activities were shouted, along with slogans in favour of PKK and Abdullah Ocalan. The coffins were covered by the Kurdish national flag: yellow, red and green.
The bourgeois political front is in chaos after this popular uprising. It is also evident  that  no one can deny the military presence in the attack against the civilian people. The AKP government claims that those responsible for this event "will pay the price". Of course, except for the headquarters of the army, who still deny this presence and claim unofficially that this was a clearance of the PKK and the  soldiers who were caught were there to investigate the bombing.
Only two of the arrested four were imprisoned. The people find this quite insufficient and think that the state is trying to cover up its role in this event and to protect the real criminals.
 
 
FLASH- Evidence found in Semdinli bombing
HAKKARI (DIHA) – A document was in the vehicle which was found during the bombings at Umut Kitabevi in Semdinli Hakkari showed that a special order had been issued to the Hakkari Command of Gendarme Regiment.
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The three soldiers dressed in civilian clothes in the car with the plate number of 30 AK 933 were handed over to the police. People had stopped the soldiers when they tried to escape.
An ID in the name of Ali Kaya who was reported to work in the Gendarme Intelligence Service of Hakkari and a document of vehicle for special duty were also found.
The license of the car given by Gendarme Captain Beyhan Yeldirim, must be signed by the commander and the car must be taken car must be registered for every journey.
 
BBC News, Istanbul-Turkish Kurds riot after bombing 
By Sarah Rainsford
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There has been a third day of violent protests in the south-east of Turkey close to the border with Iraq. 
 
Locals accuse state security officers of planting a bomb in a bookstore which killed one person on Wednesday. Another man died in the clashes that followed. 
The government has promised a full investigation as local media suggest gendarmerie intelligence officers may have been acting outside the law. 
The media say the bomb may have been aimed at a suspected Kurdish rebel. 
Two days after the bombing tensions remain high in Hakkari Province. 
Protesters hurled rocks at police and government buildings in Hakkari City on Friday. 
Five civilians were injured as police fired in the air and used tear gas in response. 
On Thursday there were similar protests in the town of Semdinli where crowds tore down electricity pylons and set fire to a police checkpoint. 
 
Inquiry pledge 
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The clashes were sparked by an explosion in a local bookstore, where the crowd immediately turned on a man they believed was the bomber. 
He was later identified as an intelligence officer with Turkey's security forces. 
It is thought the bomb was meant for the shop's owner, who is reportedly linked to the outlawed Kurdistan Worker's Party (PKK). 
As anger continues to mount in Semdinli, Turkey's interior minister has called for calm. 
He sent a team to the region to investigate but the incident has revived ugly memories of the 1990s when Turkey's fight against Kurdish militants in the area was at its height and its murkiest. 
With the press here full of speculation that Turkey's security forces may have reverted to using summary executions, Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan has promised a transparent inquiry. 
He has vowed to uncover the truth and punish whoever is responsible.
Mass meeting in Amed attracts 70,000
NEWSDESK, Nov 14 (DozaMe.org) - A mass meeting in the city of Amed (Diyarbakir) that was organized in favor of the Kurdish national leader Abdullah Ocalan and a peaceful solution to the Kurdish question attracted 70,000 Kurds. Tens of thousands of others from Dersim (Tunceli), Batman, Siirt and many other Kurdish cities, were prevented by Turkish authorities from travelling to the mass meeting in the Kurdish capital. 
 
Turkish army shoots Kurdish people in full view of the world
 
The Turkish sergeants who were caught red handed by the people of Hakkari’s Semdinli district whilst bombing civilians on 9th November, today attacked the people of Hakkari’s Yüksekova district and killed three more civilians.
 
Five Kurdish people were killed by police at a protest of 30000 people who had gathered to condemn the state terror of 9th November in Hakkari’s Yüksekova district. The number of wounded had also risen to twenty eight and the police had arrested many people. 
 
The mayor of Yüksekova announced that Islam BARTIN, Ersin MENGES and Abdulhaluk GEYLANI lost their lives as a result of the shootings by the Turkish special forces and added that twenty eight people were wounded.
We were informed that the tensions are rising and the people of Yeildere had gathered whilst the police and special forces moved into the town centre with their tanks.
 
The bomb attacks on the bookshop in Semdinli and the subsequent attacks against the people and the massacres are proof of who is responsible for the violence in Kurdistan.  The latest EU regular accession report on Turkey published in November has portrayed the Kurdish people as the cause of the violence and this has given confidence to Turkish contra guerillas.  
The institutions of the EU should recognize that the incidents in Semdinli, Yüksekova and Diyarbakir are state terrorism and send fact-finding missions to assess the actual causes of the violence. 
The EU institutions should ensure that those state forces responsible for the terror inflicted on the Kurdish people are brought to trial. 
It is time for the international community to stop the atrocities against the Kurdish people. The Turkish government should make certain that the criminals who are responsible do not get away.
To keep silent against the atrocities inflicted on the Kurdish people is to agree with it.
 
Kurdistan National Congress
KNK
80,000 Kurds in burial ceremony for Kurdish civilians killed by Turkish forces
NEWSDESK, Nov 17 (DozaMe.org) - 80,000 Kurds in the city of Gever (Yuksekova) in the Hakkari province of northern Kurdistan joined on Thursday the burial ceremony of three Kurdish civilians killed by Turkish security forces in the city of Gever on Nov. 15. (Pictures with the courtesy of the Kurdish news agencies DIHA and ANF.) 
Kurds started to gather in the early hours outside the 'Haci Ubeyt' mosque of Yuksekova, decorating the coffins of the martyred civilians with Kurdish confederation flags and flowers in the colors of red, green and yellow, representing the Kurdish nation. Security was upheld by representatives of different Kurdish NGOs making regular announcements to the participants to fall for the provocations of the Turkish army.
Turkish security forces were not deployed to the ceremony, but three Turkish F-16 fighters flew low over the gathering disturbing the statements and announcement made by the organizers. A number of Turkish Sikorsky and Cobra attack helicopters were also flying or hovering above the gathering. Kurds answered by booing or whistling whenever the Turkish Air Force units flew or hovered over the ceremony.
Slogans such as 'Martyrs are Immortal', 'Long Live Ocalan', 'This is Gever's Plains, Home of the Apocis [PKK sympathizers]' and 'Find the Gangs, Settle the Score', were chanted in Kurdish and Turkish by the participants who had attended from Colemerg (Hakkari), Gever (Yuksekova), Shemzinan (Semdinli), Çukurca, Van, Amed (Diyarbakir), Elih (Batman), Bilis (Bitlis), Mus and Tatvan.
Statements were made by officials from the Kurdish DTP party and by other NGOs before the end of the ceremony. 
Schools in Yuksekova, Semdinli and Hakkari were boycotted by students and shop owners in these cities had pulled down their shutters in protest of the attack on Kurdish civilians by Turkish security forces.
 
Martyred civilians: (15.11.2005)
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ERGIN MENGES        ISLAM BARTI HACI       A. HALUK GEYLANI  
Semdinli Code from Police Headquarters
The Thief is Inside the House
20.02.2006 Milliyet -The Police Headquarters Administration Intelligence Department President Sabri Uzun, answered to the question regarding the Semdinli Parliamentary Investigation Commission, "Couldn't this incident be prevented?", with this reply, "The lock is pointless when the thief is inside the house". 

Police Headquarters Administration Intelligence Department President Sabri Uzun, gave coded messages to the parliamentarians investigating the Semdinli incidents. In the minutes taken with parliamentarians Uzun gave important evaluations, to the question "Couldn't this incident be prevented?", he gave the reply, "The lock is pointless when the thief is inside the house".
On 2 Febraury 2006 Uzun came to the TBMM (Great National Assembly of Turkey) Investigation Commission and gave his evaluations briefly under minutes taken and then gave a 2 hour extensive evaluation under "non-record". Under the open minutes Uzun gave the following responses: 

UZUN: The police does intelligence everywhere. We don't have a limit. If the Gendarme has intelligence they need to inform us. There is going to be an operation like this and the Hakkari Police Headquarters, the intelligence branch of the governor is not going to know. Then there will be chaos. These people (the sergeants) are going to Semdinli for an operation, and the governor does not even know. I cannot accept such a thing. If there needs to be a parcel I will do the necessary follow-up. If needed, I will even take its photograph.

There is something abnormal

Does the organization accept every incident their involved in? 

The organization may not be accepting the incident. However, some incidents cannot be set to anywhere. What I mean is, it could mean that there is another force doing this abnormality. 

On 1 November 2005 the second largest explosion in Turkey took place in Semdinli. After this explosion couldn't the 9 November 2005 incident be prevented? Who perpetrated this incident? 

The lock is pointless when the thief is inside the house. We did not do any intelligence on the incident to smear anyone. But, if I had the mentality that I have today, I would have done intelligence on all of them. I do not have any problems on intelligence. On 8 November 2005 I intercepted 7.4 kilograms of C-4 in Hakkari. 
The number and frequency of incidents and that they were contrary to the discipline of the organization worried us. This is not normal. If the tension in one area is very high, in another, incidents are very low then there is some abnormality. 

What is your opinion on this incident?

It is a local indisciplinary action. Ankara has no position in this indiscipline. 

How can these indisciplinary actions be prevented?

If there is a will in the assembly it will be prevented. If our friends (the sergeants) caught the individual (Seferi Yilmaz) due to illegal listening and pursuit he would have been acquitted. Intelligence does intelligence duties the catching is the duty of the Special Forces. There is no intelligence problem between the police, MIT (National Intelligence Organization) and Gendarme. 

I cannot Name this Incident

What about the things that happened in Semdinli?

It has nothing to do with intelligence.

Where are we going to place this incident?

The people who have been involved are going to do it sir.

How do you evaluate the use of a confessor in the incident?

These people are coming from the mountains to pull the trigger. Intelligence is a work of the intelligent. If there is need for operational work Special Forces are needed. I cannot name this incident. 

They said that Roj TV went live 5 minutes after the incident, therefore the PKK did it

I informed the administration that asked me on this issues and I said that there was no such thing on Roj TV, they reported the incident at 20:00. 

The Explosive Could Have Been Seized

In an area where there is thermal camera surveillance how could that much explosives enter the city? 

The lock must have been broken sir. I mean if it is in the house then anyone can enter. I seized 81 kilograms of plastic explosives in Turkey since 1 January 2006. These were all possessions of the PKK. If it entered there also, it can be seized. 

A Local Incident

Okay the lock of the house is broken but the lock of the atrium also?

No, this is a local incident, not a general. If it was general I will not have any hesitation in saying so. 

In the Susurluk Report there is the determination that "On 3 November extra-judicial killings were cut like a blade". There were also no more bomb attacks in the region after the 9 November incident.

There won't be… If the TBMM takes control over the issue there won't be. The will here has the strength to do so.

It is Beyond my Power

The flight of fighter jets over Yuksekova during the funerals, was it a threat, a psychological operation?

The parliament needs to question this. Like why are we primitive, and we are like this to our citizens? If we do our job sincerely, honestly then there is no need to be bad. Now, how can I explain the fighter jets to you? It is beyond me. 

Bulent Sarioglu 
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The statistics of the human rights violations occurred in the East and Southeast of Turkey 
	 
        RIGHT VIOLATIONS
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	First 8 Month of 2005

	 
Number of those  who lost their lives in the conflicts 
	98 Died 
	73 Died
	14
	104  Died
31 Injured 
	219 Died
126 Injured
	270 Died 
145 Injured

	Murders by unknown person and persons/attacks/ extrajudical executions
	55 Died
 12 Injured 
	68 Died
8 Injured
	41 Died        
18 Injured
	80 Died 
32 Injured 
	68 Died
56 Injured
	22 Dead
7 Injured 

	Land mine and explosive material
	20 Died
37 Injured
	13 Died
39 Injured 
	27 Died
53 Injured 
	19 Died 
37 Injured
	18 Died 
46 Injured
17 cattle perished
	26 Died
52 Injured

	Custody 
	2909
	2396
	2773
	2794
	1901
	782

	Torture and ill-treatment claims
	130
	539
	228
	489
	338
	208

	Arrest 
	611
	433
	464
	541
	375
	189

	Burning the House/ villages 
	1
	12
	 
	 
	2
	-

	Burning the forests 
	-
	8
	-
	-
	8
	2

	Food Embargo 
	-
	3
	 
	 
	3
	3

	 
 
Interference with social activities
 
	 
 
 
	 
 
 
 
	 
 
	 
 
 
 
	 
 
 
	 
 
 

	A)Number of the occurrences 
	-
	-
	-
	77
	21
	11

	B) Injured / strike 
	-
	-
	79 (the number determined by our branch)
	137 (the number determined by our branch)
	136 (the number determined by our brach)
	122 (the number determined by our brach)

	C) Custody 
	-
	-
	-
	906
	556
	97

	Labour Life
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Exile 
	78
	55
	40
	33
	4
	4

	Dismissals 
	21
	80
	8
	251
	64
	193

	Administrative investigations and punishments
	-
	-
	 
	378
	509
	507

	Others 
	-
	-
	 
	25
	 35
	49

	Legal and administrative investigations against freedom of expression 
	-
	-
	101
	1199
	2642
	2882

	Banned activities / Theatre, panel etc. 
	-
	99
	32
	35
	16
	11

	Closed TV/ Radio 
	7
	2
	-
	-
	2
	-

	Closed NGO  
	15
	4
	-
	-
	2
	1

	Banned newspaper, magazine etc. from  entering OHAL ( The  emergency law district ) 
	17
		-
	-
	-
	-

	Prison
	-
	333
	158
	304
	266
	398

	Suicide and suicide attempts 
	-
	97
		146
	131
	64

	Total number of the the applicants 
	-
		1014
	1571
	1470       
	902

	Total number of the  violations 
		-
	-
	6472
	7208
 
	5794
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